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USAID / RCI Regional Workshop

“Building Regional ICT Competitiveness”

October 20, 2010
9.00 Welcome Address  
· Seiji Shiratori-Deputy Chief of the Political and Economic Section of U. S. Embassy in Sofia 
· Filip Stoyanovich, Regional Director, Regional Competitiveness Initiative - USAID funded program 
· Paul Nielsen, CEO, Software Engineering Institute (SEI) at Carnegie Mellon University
9.30 Global Trends towards ICT Development 
Moderator: Filip Stoyanovich, Director, USAID Regional Competitiveness Initiative (RCI)

· Ms. Lisa Masciantonio, Partner Network Manager, Software Engineering Institute at Carnegie Mellon University  
· Mr. Remi Orth, Policy Officer, Pan European ICT & eBusiness Network for SMEs, 
· Mr. John O’Sullivan, Project Manager, EU “ICT Certification in Action” Project 
· Sergio Bandinelli – ESI, Director Software and R&D “EU trends and programs for IT R&D and business support”
Discussion (30 minutes)
11.00 Business Networking Break 
11.30 Sustainable Models for ICT development in SEE and Caucasus 
Moderator: Filip Stoyanovich, Director, USAID Regional Competitiveness Initiative (RCI)

Presentations of success stories, maximum15 minutes 

· Excellence and Innovation Centers in the Western Balkans and the Caucasus – Tomislav Bronzin, Senior Innovation Advisor for RCI, Croatia
· Excellence in Innovation Project – Dobrila Boba Vukmanovic, USAID Bosnia and Herzegovina
· Ana Chirita, QLab, Moldova
· Robert Martic, BIT Center Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

· PM Serbia activities and regional replication initiative – Tatjana Lukic, RCI Senior PM Advisor and Serbia Compete Project & Milan Smigic, CPM, Serbia
· Nicolai Sandu, Regional Manager, Cisco Networking Academy SEE, Romania
Discussion (45 minutes) 

13.00 Lunch and Business Networking (sandwiches) 
14.00 Transformation of “National Capacity” to “Regional Competitiveness” 
Moderator: Filip Stoyanovich, Director, USAID Regional Competitiveness Initiative (RCI)
Presentations of current initiatives and ideas, maximum 5 minutes 

· Develop strategic partnerships with Dutch companies with the help of private sector instruments of the Dutch government -  Nadia Gombra, Interliaise Netherlands
· Albania – Dritan Mezini, President, Albania IT Association (AITA)

· Armenia – Hayk Chobanyan, Member of the Board, UITE
· Bosnia and Herzegovina – Zlatan Mulabegovic, President, BiH Association for IT(BAIT)
· Georgia – Nata , Georgia ICT Business Council
· Kosovo - Driton Hapciu, Vice-President, Kosovo IT Association (STIKK)

· Macedonia – Jasmina Trajkovska, Trajkovski and Partners

· Moldova – Ana Chirita, Executive Director, Moldova IT Association
· Serbia – Aleksandar Matic, Belgrade Chambers of Commerce and Svetislav Pantic, Regional Chambers of Commerce Nis
Open Discussion (30 minutes)

15.30 Business Networking Break 

16.00 – 17.30 Open Discussion to Next Step
Moderator: Filip Stoyanovich
· Summary of conclusions and concrete next steps
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